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the best information available through 
annual utilization studies and range 
condition studies analyzed along with 
numbers of livestock and precipitation 
data. The recommendations of the 
Range Technicians shall be submitted 
to the Superintendent, the Area Direc-
tor and the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs. 

(d) Carrying capacities shall be stat-
ed in terms of sheep units yearlong, in 
the ratio of horses, mules, and burros 1 
to 5; cattle 1 to 4; goats 1 to 1. The lat-
ter figure in each case denotes sheep 
units. Sheep, goats, cattle, horses, 
mules, and burros one year of age or 
older shall be counted against the car-
rying capacity. 

§ 167.7 Records. 
The District Grazing Committee, the 

Superintendent, and his authorized 
representatives shall keep accurate 
records of all grazing permits and own-
ership of all livestock. Master files 
shall be maintained by the Super-
intendent or his authorized representa-
tives. 

(a) The District Grazing Committee 
shall be responsible for and assist in or-
ganizing the sheep and goat dipping 
and horse and cattle branding program 
and obtaining the annual live- stock 
count. 

(b) In order to obtain true records of 
ownership the permittee shall person-
ally appear at the dipping vat or tal-
lying point designated by the Grazing 
Committee with his or her sheep and 
goats and at branding and tallying 
points for cattle and horses. Should the 
permittee be unable to appear person-
ally he or she shall designate a rep-
resentative to act for and in his or her 
behalf. The sheep and goats will be 
dipped and the cattle and horses will be 
branded and recorded in the name of 
the permittee. 

(c) The Superintendent shall prepare 
and keep current a register containing 
the names of all permittees using the 
range, the number of each class of 
stock by age classes grazed annually 
and the periods during which grazing 
shall be permitted in each part thereof. 
An annual stock census will be taken 
to insure that the carrying capacity is 
not exceeded. All classes of livestock 
twelve months of age or over will be 

counted against range use and per-
mitted number, except that yearling 
colts will not be counted against per-
mitted numbers on all permits with 
less than six horses. (Cross Reference 
§ 167.9.) 

§ 167.8 Grazing rights. 
(a) The Superintendent shall deter-

mine grazing rights of bona fide live- 
stock owners based on recommenda-
tions of District Grazing Committees. 
Grazing rights shall be recognized for 
those permittees having ownership 
records as established in accordance 
with § 167.7 or who have acquired graz-
ing rights by marriage, inheritance, 
purchase or division of permits. When-
ever the permitted number of sheep 
units within a district is less than the 
carrying capacity, new permits to the 
carrying capacity limit may be granted 
as provided in § 167.9. 

(b) All enrolled members of the Nav-
ajo Tribe over 18 years of age are eligi-
ble to acquire and hold grazing per-
mits. Minors under 18 years of age can 
get possession of grazing permits only 
through inheritance or gift, and in 
each case Trustees must be appointed 
by the Tribal Courts to manage the 
permits and livestock of such minors 
until they become 18 years of age and 
can hold grazing permits in their own 
right. 

(c) No person can hold a grazing per-
mit in more than one district on the 
Navajo Reservation. 

(d) Determination of rights to graz-
ing permits involved in cases of di-
vorce, separation, threatened family 
disruption, and permits of deceased 
permittees shall be the responsibility 
of the Navajo Court of Indian Offenses 
under existing laws, rules, and regula-
tions. 

§ 167.9 Grazing permits. 
(a) All livestock grazed on the Navajo 

Reservation must be covered by an au-
thorized grazing permit issued by the 
Superintendent based upon the rec-
ommendations of the District Grazing 
Committee. All such grazing permits 
will be automatically renewed annu-
ally until terminated. District Grazing 
Committees shall act on all grazing 
permit changes resulting from negotia-
bility within their respective Districts. 
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1 Grazing Committees were organized in 
May 1953. These committees have not had 
ample time to fully acquaint themselves or 
the stockmen in their respective districts 
with all of the various items of range admin-
istration and range management. Also the 
drought of several years has not broken. The 
Navajo Tribe therefore requests that the 
matter of establishing regulations regarding 
the adoption of grazing fees be deferred until 
such a time as a full understanding of the ad-
vantages of fees can be had by the majority 
of the stockmen in all Districts. The assess-
ment of grazing fees will not aid materially 
in obtaining proper range use. At this time it 

The number of livestock that may be 
grazed under each permit shall be the 
number originally permitted plus or 
minus any changes as indicated by 
Transfer Agreements and Court Judg-
ment Orders. 

(b) Any permittee who has five or 
more horses on his current permit will 
be required to apply any acquired sheep 
units in classes of stock other than 
horses. If the purchaser wishes more 
than his present number of horses, he 
must have his needs evaluated by the 
District Grazing Committee. Yearling 
colts will be counted against permitted 
number on all permits with six or more 
horses. Yearling colts will not be 
counted against permitted number on 
all permits with less than six horses. In 
hardship cases the District Grazing 
Committee may reissue horses re-
moved from grazing permits through 
negotiability to permit holders who are 
without sufficient horses on their 
present permits to meet minimum 
needs. 

(c) No permittee shall be authorized 
to graze more than ten head of horses 
or to accumulate a total of over 350 
sheep units. 

(d) Upon recommendation of the Dis-
trict Grazing Committee and with the 
approval of the Superintendent, graz-
ing permits may be transferred from 
one permittee to another in accordance 
with instructions provided by the Advi-
sory Committee of the Navajo Tribal 
Council, or may be inherited; provided 
that the permitted holdings of any in-
dividual permittee shall not exceed 350 
sheep units or the equivalent thereof. 
Should inheritance or other acquisition 
of permits increase the holdings of any 
permittee to more than 350 sheep units, 
said permittee shall dispose of all live-
stock in excess of 350 sheep units not 
later than November 15 following date 
of inheritance or other acquisition, and 
that portion of his or her permit in ex-
cess of 350 sheep units within one year 
from date of inheritance. 

(e) By request of a permittee to sub-
let all or a part of his or her regular 
grazing permit to a member of his fam-
ily or to any person who would receive 
such permit by inheritance, such sub-
letting of permits may be authorized 
by the District Grazing Committee and 

the Superintendent or his authorized 
representative. 

§ 167.10 Special grazing permits. 
The problem of special grazing per-

mits shall be settled by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs working in cooperation 
with the Tribal Council, or any Com-
mittee designated by it, with a view to 
terminating these permits at a suitable 
date and with the least hardship to the 
Indians concerned. 

§ 167.11 Tenure of grazing permits. 
(a) All active regular grazing permits 

shall be for one year and shall be auto-
matically renewed annually until ter-
minated. Any Navajo eligible to hold a 
grazing permit as defined in § 167.8 may 
become a livestock operator by obtain-
ing an active grazing permit through 
negotiability or inheritance or both. 

(b) In many Districts, and portions of 
all districts, unused grazing permits or 
portions of grazing permits are bene-
ficial in aiding range recovery. Each 
District Grazing Committee will han-
dle each matter of unused grazing per-
mit or portions of grazing permits on 
individual merits. Where ample forage 
is available operators will be encour-
aged to fill their permits with live-
stock or dispose of their unused per-
mits through negotiability. In those 
areas where forage is in need of reha-
bilitation permittees will not be en-
couraged to stock to their permitted 
numbers until the range has suffi-
ciently recovered to justify the grazing 
of additional livestock. 

§ 167.12 Grazing fees. 
Grazing fees shall not be charged at 

this time. 1 
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